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Portugal

The Portuguese passport currently ranks on the 6th place according to the Henley passport index. The ranking has stayed consistent since 2006. It provides visa-free access to 186 countries. This makes it one of the most desirable passports in the world with a very high mobility score. Portuguese passport holders have visa-free access and visas on arrival to countries such as Brazil, Japan, United Kingdom, Taiwan, United Arab Emirates, United States and the entire European Union allowing almost instant travel worldwide. Portuguese passport holders do however require a visa to enter about 40 destinations in the world such as China and Russia.

The Portuguese Republic consists of 18 districts and is located in the European Union. It borders the North Atlantic Ocean and Spain. The most important districts are Lisbon, Porto and Setubal. Portugal has a surface area of 92,226 square kilometers and is therefore one of the smaller countries in the European Union. Its climate is maritime temperate with a warm and dry south and a cool and rainy north. The terrain is characterized by a mountainous north and a flatter south. 
 
The overall population is over 10.2 million people. The capital of the country is Lisbon, which is also the most populous city with more than 505,526 inhabitants. Other important cities are Porto, Vila Nova de Gaia, Braga and Amadora. The largest airport is Lisbon Airport (LIS) with 31 million passengers per year. This makes it 16th busiest airport in Europe. Lisbon Airport has flight connections to every continent across the world. 

Portuguese culture is influenced by the mercantile and colonial explorations of the country. Christianity is the most practiced religion. The official language in the country is Portuguese. The legal system is the civil law. The government type is a semi-presidential republic. President Rebelo de Sousa is the chief of state and Prime Minister Antonio Luis Santos da Costa is the head of government.
 
The official currency of the country is the Euro (EUR) with the current exchange rate being EUR 0.84 to the USD. The country has an open economy, generating a GDP of approximately $372 billion, making it the 20th largest economy in Europe. Its citizens have a per capita income of $36,246. The GDP is mostly made up of 2 key sectors, which are services and industry. The country’s main goods of export are textiles, clothing, footwear, paper, chemicals, grain, potatoes and vegetables. The Portuguese GDP is stable and their economic deficit is further reducing. 

Portugal is filled with a variety of urban and natural tourism destinations and attractions. The nation has 17 UNESCO World Heritage Sites. It is known for its picturesque towns and different cultural facets due to its exploration history. Some of the major destinations include the capital Lisbon, Torre de Belem, the Convento do Christo, the Geres Mountain Range, the Castelo de Guimaraes and the Silves Castle. The country has a total of approximately 16.3 million tourists visiting every year with the majority originating from Europe. 
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